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Summary  
This policy document provides guidelines for police officers and staff in the event that 
they may be required to operate on or around inland waterways or the sea. 
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Legal Basis  
(Please list below the relevant legislation which is the legal basis for this policy document).  
You must update this list with changes in legislation that are relevant to this policy document. 
 
Legislation specific to the subject of this policy document 
Section Act (title and year) 

 Police and Criminal Evidence Act 1984 

 Reporting of Injuries, Diseases and Dangerous Occurrences 

Regulations (RIDDOR) 1995 

 Manual Handling Operations Regulations 1992 

 Personal Protective Equipment at Work Regulations 1992 

 Provision & Use of Work Equipment Regulations 1998 
 
 
 

Other legislation which you must check this document against 

Act (title and year) 
Human Rights Act 1998 (in particular A.14 – Prohibition of discrimination) 
Race Relations Act 1976 as amended 2000  
Sex Discrimination Act 1975 as amended 2003 
Disability Discrimination Act 2005 
Gender Recognition Act 2004 
Crime and Disorder Act 1998 
H&S legislation 
Data Protection Act 1998 
Freedom Of Information Act 2000 
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Introduction                                                                                                             
 
This FPD gives advice for police personnel who may be called upon to attend or deal with an 
incident involving a marine environment. For the purposes of this document, ‘marine’ means 
all inland waterways, (including lakes and ponds) as well as the sea. 
 
These are guidelines, prepared with a view to promoting safer working practice during such 
an incident; they are not a definitive list of instructions for all scenarios.  Nor are they 
comprehensive Risk Assessments; the diverse nature of these incidents will undoubtedly 
require Dynamic Risk Assessments at the scene. 
 
If you are an officer dealing with an incident you must constantly assess the risks to yourself 
and others who may be affected by your actions.  If the hazards pose an unacceptable risk, 
the activity is to be abandoned or postponed until expert assistance has been sought and 
necessary resources / equipment provided. 
 
Further guidance should be sought from the following sources, in appropriate circumstances: 

• Broads Beat Officers 
• Offshore Liaison Officer / Deputy 
• Force Health and Safety Adviser. 
 

The following guidance should be used as a starting point when dealing with ‘marine’-based 
incidents: 

• Spontaneous Incidents: In such circumstances, when an officer does not have the 
time available to seek appropriate advice, that officer must perform a Dynamic Risk 
Assessment and decide upon his/her options, as above. 

• Non-Spontaneous Incidents: Any of the above resources should be consulted as 
soon as practicable for advice on dealing with the incident. 

• Complex or High Risk Incidents: The officer should arrange for advice to be sought 
as soon as practicable from any of the above resources, with a view to appropriately 
trained and equipped personnel attending and dealing with the incident, as 
appropriate. It may be necessary to source such personnel from Diving Squads in 
other police Forces or from specialist diving companies.   

 
 

 

CCR If you are Contact and Control Room staff allocating police 
personnel to deal with marine incidents, you should assist those 
officers by making them aware of the relevant contents of this 
document whenever possible. 

 

Marine Incident If you are sent to a marine incident you should familiarise yourself 
(as far as time allows) with the appropriate sections before setting 
out.  If you are a specialist officer, such as a member of the Broads 
Beat or the Offshore Liaison Officer, your training will have made 
you aware of this guidance. 
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Chart 1: Overriding Principles                                                                               
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General Hazards                                                                                                        
 

There are a number of general hazards to be aware of when dealing with incidents in a marine 
environment. 

 
HAZARD MAY LEAD TO RESOLUTION 
Unfamiliarity with 
geographical area 
around water’s edge.  

Unknown physical 
dangers could result 
in personal injury. 

Obtain detailed map of area. Seek local 
knowledge of area from police / public 
sources. 
Do not work alone. 

Trip hazards, such as 
low fences at water’s 
edge, especially during 
hours of darkness.  

Falling into water, 
physical injury. 

Pay close attention to where you are 
walking. Use (waterproof) torch if poor 
visibility / at night. Consider additional 
illumination at site.  

Slippery waterside 
walkways / quayside / 
boat berths. 

Falling into water, 
physical injury.  

Wear suitable footwear (i.e., with good 
grip). Use (waterproof) torch if poor 
visibility / at night.  

Operating winches/ 
other equipment at 
quayside or dockside. 

Physical injury.  Seek assistance from equipment’s regular 
user(s) / Port Authority / Harbour Master. 
Wear high visibility clothing. 

Communicable 
waterborne diseases 
(e.g., leptospirosis). 
Contact with blood or 
other body fluids.  

Infection. Consult the Occupational Health, Safety 
and FPD. If called upon regularly to deal 
with marine incidents, obtain appropriate 
immunisation. Cover cuts and abrasions 
with waterproof dressing prior to dealing 
with incidents. If in contact with body 
fluids, clean area with medi-wipes / 
disinfectant kit from patrol cars. Seek 
medical guidance as soon as practicable. 
Avoid body fluids / use disposable gloves 
when handling bodies.  See Chart 3: PPE 
 

Limited physical fitness 
/swimming ability. 

Drowning. Know your limitations. Do not enter the 
water unless absolutely necessary and 
only if equipped with appropriate buoyancy 
or line equipment. Remember the 
guideline: ‘Reach>Throw>Wade>Swim’. 
Contact & Control Room staff should 
enquire into the swimming ability of the 
officer(s) prior to their deployment and act 
to reduce risks accordingly. Ascertain 
weather and water conditions (tide / winds, 
etc.) 
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Throwing lifelines / 
buoyancy aids.   

Risk of injury. 
Friction burns. 
Drowning / 
immersion, from 
falling into water or 
being pulled in by 
‘casualty’. 

Line to be thrown underarm. Be aware of 
those around you before throwing. Wear 
lifejacket (See Chart 3: PPE). Use correct 
stance in order to maintain balance. 
Consider wearing uniform gloves when 
throwing line, to prevent friction burns. Do 
not place wrist in loop of throwing line, due 
to risk of being pulled in.  

Exposure to hazardous 
chemicals, such as 
spillage from drums 
washed up ashore. 

Contamination/ 
physical injury. 

Approach containers up wind and up 
gradient. Wear appropriate PPE. Consult 
‘Patrol Directory’ re: labels or markings. 
Seek advice from CCR / Fire Service.   

Wearing of body 
armour. 

Restriction of 
movement. 
Possibility of 
restriction of 
swimming ability. 

Dynamic Risk Assessment required: if 
there is a possibility of the officer entering 
the water, consider discarding body 
armour (The Force Health & Welfare office 
advises that ‘officers must remove body 
armour when entering water over knee 
deep to reduce risk of drowning’).     

Immersion.  Hypothermia, cold 
shock. 

Casualty to be dried and rested. First aid 
may be required.  
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Manual Handling                                                                                                      
There are a number of hazards to be associated with handling loads and substances when 
dealing with marine incidents. 

 
 

HAZARD MAY LEAD TO  RESOLUTION 
 
Lifting heavy or unstable 
load.  

 
Physical injury. 

 
Consider if load needs to be moved 
or lifted. Obtain assistance. Use 
equipment (with assistance or 
instruction, if appropriate) to help 
move it (e.g., a trolley). Divide load to 
make it lighter to carry. Use Six Point 
Technique, see Chart 2. 

Load surface is sharp or 
slippery.  

Physical injury. Prepare load for handling, to 
eliminate hazard. Use appropriate 
PPE (See Chart 3: PPE). 

Contact with body fluids 
when handling bodies. 

Infection. Consult the Occupational Health, 
Safety FPD (infectious diseases). If 
called upon regularly to deal with 
marine incidents, obtain appropriate 
immunisation. Cover cuts and 
abrasions with waterproof dressing 
prior to dealing with incidents. If in 
contact with body fluids, clean area 
with disinfectant kit from patrol cars. 
Seek medical guidance as soon as 
practicable. Avoid body fluids / use 
disposable gloves when handling 
bodies (See Chart 3). 

Blades or “sharps” on 
bodies being searched. 

Cuts / physical 
injuries. 

Personnel to be aware of danger. 
Bodies to be searched on land, 
preferably.  

Exposure to incident 
involving dead body.  

Stress and trauma. Line supervisors to debrief after 
incident. Supervisors to monitor staff 
and consider counselling for staff and 
families. Dead bodies to be shielded 
from the public as far as possible. 

Inappropriate footwear or 
clothing.  

Slips, injuries.  Wear appropriate PPE (See Chart 3). 
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Chart 2: The Six Point / Kinetic Lift                                                                       
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Boarding Vessels                                                                                                    
 

The potential for most danger to staff dealing with marine incidents is probably in the process 
of boarding vessels on the water. 

 
HAZARD MAY LEAD TO RESOLUTION 
Slips and falls upon 
boarding craft, e.g., 
from rainwater or spilt 
fuel on deck. 

Physical injury, 
crushing. 

Board craft only as a last resort; request 
that the occupants bring craft to shore if 
possible. Officers are to use the safest 
method of boarding the vessel; if there is 
no safe means of access, officers should 
not board. Upon boarding craft, seek 
advice from master/owner regarding 
particular hazards of which to be aware. 
Wear appropriate footwear and PPE (See 
Chart 3). Ensure that communications 
with CCR are operating satisfactorily prior 
to boarding. Look for suitable handholds; 
wear gloves. Step on to the boat - do not 
jump.    

Disturbances on 
pleasure craft, etc. 
 

Physical injury, falling 
overboard. 

Find out as much as possible about 
incident (e.g., numbers involved, 
drunkenness, level of violence, access to 
weapons). Ensure that communications 
with CCR are operating satisfactorily prior 
to boarding. Do not board craft without 
appropriate back up. Ensure access to 
immediate first aid resources / first aid kit. 

Fires on boats 
 

Physical injury. Be aware of the possibility. Establish an 
escape route if below deck. Do not take 
naked flame on board (e.g., cigarette). 

Low doorway 
openings 
 

Head injury. Look for warning signs. Prior to boarding, 
consider need to wear hardhat.  

Engines /outboard 
motors  
 

Toxic vapours. Injury 
from propeller or other 
moving parts. Hearing 
impairment due to 
noise. 

If problems with fumes, move to well 
ventilated area. Keep clear of engines / 
outboard motors. Ensure adequate ear 
protection (e.g., ear defenders) if excess 
noise from engines.  

Pyrotechnics 
 

Physical injury/ fire Officers to exercise extreme caution in 
the vicinity of pyrotechnics (e.g., distress 
flares).  

Electrical equipment Electrocution. Officers are to avoid contact with all 
electrical equipment on board vessels. 
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On the Water/ At Sea                                                                                               
 
Officers who are unused to working at sea may well encounter specific hazards that they 
have not faced before.  Officers should refer to the below. 
 
HAZARD MAY LEAD TO RESOLUTION 
Hazards in general Physical harm Officers are only to go to sea in vessels 

crewed by appropriately qualified 
personnel. Upon boarding a vessel, seek 
advice from master / owner regarding 
particular hazards of which to be aware. 
Familiarize yourself with the vessel. 
Obtain full Safety Procedure briefing, 
including fire drill and mustering of 
persons on board, as applicable. Ensure 
that communications with CCR / 
Coastguard are operating satisfactorily 
prior to boarding and maintain contact, if 
situation allows. 
See Chart 3: PPE  
 

 
Seasickness 

 
Dizziness, vomiting 

 
Known sufferers should take suitable 
medication, if time allows. Affected person 
to be kept warm and dry. If vomiting 
involved, dehydration to be monitored and 
medical advice sought as soon as 
possible. 

 
Falling overboard 

 
Injury, drowning 

 
Suitable PPE, including lifejacket, to be 
worn (See Chart 3). If on deck at night or 
wave height is over 2 metres, lifeline to be 
worn. 

 
Immersion 

 
Hypothermia, cold 
shock. 

 
Casualty to be dried and rested. First aid 
may be required.  
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Chart 3: Personnel Protective Equipment (PPE)                                                  
Police personnel must consider use / provision of task-specific PPE when dealing with 
incidents in, on or near inland waters or at sea.  This must be done in accordance with risk 
assessment at the scene and supervisory advice / instruction.  A list of equipment that may be 
required can be found below.  If the equipment is not readily available, advice must be sought 
from the CCR. 
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