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Whether you buying or

selling, always check bank
notes

Paper £20 notes and £50
notes are the ones most
likely to be counterfeited

Read the information on
the Bank of England Take a Closer Look

we bSite The vast majority of counterfeits are discovered
before they go back into circulation, when
retailers and the banking system are sorting
them. A smaller number are detected by the
public or retailers who hand them directly to
the police, or when the police carry out search
warrants. Counterfeits are typically removed
from circulation quickly, often after a single
use.



What do | do if | get a counterfeit bank note?
Counterfeit bank notes are rare and also
worthless.

The Bank of England cannot reimburse you for
counterfeit bank notes. If you suspect that you
have a counterfeit bank note, please take it to
your nearest police station. If you have
information about someone making, selling or
using counterfeit bank notes, please contact the
police or phone Crimestoppers anonymously
on 0800 555 111.

Counterfeiting directly funds organised crime.

It hurts the UK economy by creating losses for
businesses, which ultimately affects the cost of
things that we buy.

It also affects the pocket of anyone who receives
a counterfeit note, as they are worthless.

If you report counterfeiting to the police, you are
helping with investigations and alerting them to a
problem in a particular area. This means that they
can act to protect your community.

More information can be found at the Bank of
England Website by using the following link:
https://www.bankofengland.co.uk/banknotes/co

unterfeit-banknotes

Counterfeit bank notes

How do | check bank notes are genuine?

Every bank note has a number of security features
that you can use to check whether it is genuine or
not. Take your time to check your bank notes,
particularly if light conditions are poor or you are
handling a large number of notes.

Never rely on just one security feature: no
counterfeit bank notes successfully copy all of the
security features.

Use the following link above to check your bank
notes. Check Your Bank Notes.

The most likely notes to be counterfeited are
paper £20 notes and £50 notes.

The following are simple tips to check paper notes
Check the paper

These notes are printed on special paper, so make
sure you check how the paper feels.

A genuine bank note has a cloth-like feel, while a
fake note will feel more like paper.

Raised print

Run your finger across the paper note and if it's
genuine, you should be able to feel the raised
print on areas such as the words ‘Bank of England’
on the front.

If it's a counterfeit, the note is unlikely to have a
textured feel to it and will feel flat all over.

Check the metallic thread

A metallic thread is embedded in every banknote.
This appears as silver dashes on the back of £20
notes (see more information on spotting fake 20
pound notes on this Bank of England page).

The thread is woven through the paper, not just
printed on, so when you hold it up to the light it
should appear as a continuous dark line.

This appears as bright green dashes on the front
of £50 notes.

They are actually five windows which contain
images of the 'f' symbol and the number '50".
When the note is tilted from side to side, the
images move up and down.

When the note is tilted up and down, the images
move from side to side and the number '50" and
't' symbol swap places.

Check the watermark

If you hold a genuine note up to the light, you
should see an image of the Queen'’s portrait.
However, if you can still see the watermark when
the note is flat and not held up to the light, it's
likely to be a dodgy note.

Check the print quality

The printed lines and colours on genuine notes
will be detailed and sharp and free from smudges


https://www.bankofengland.co.uk/banknotes/counterfeit-banknotes
https://www.bankofengland.co.uk/banknotes/counterfeit-banknotes
https://www.bankofengland.co.uk/banknotes/counterfeit-banknotes
https://www.bankofengland.co.uk/banknotes/20-pound-note

or blurred edges. So, make sure you check the
detail carefully.

If the quality is poor or messy, you've got yourself
a fake!

Check the hologram

The paper £10 bank note both has a hologram on
the foil patch. By tilting the note, the image will
alternate between a brightly coloured picture of
Britannia and the numerical value of the note.
However, bear in mind that on the newer £20
note, the hologram has been replaced with a
holographic strip.

So, there are a number of foil patches which
contain alternating holographic images. One
hologram reveals the image of famous
economist, Adam Smith, while the others change
between a pound sign and the figure 20.

Check under ultra-violet light

If you have access to an ultra violet light you can
use this to find out whether your note is fake or
genuine.

When put it under ultra-violet light, if it's the real
deal, its value will appear in bright red and green
numbers while the background will be dull in
contrast.

The newer £20 and £50 notes also have bright red
and green flecks randomly spread over the front
and back of the note.

Use a magnifying glass

Use a magnifying glass to look closely at the
lettering beneath the Queen’s portrait. On a
genuine note, decorative swirls spell out the value
of the note in small letters and numerals.

How to spot a fake polymer £5 and £10 bank note
In 2016, the first polymer notes began hitting our
streets. The plastic fivers are designed to be
harder to counterfeit, although that hasn't
stopped criminals from trying.

Below are some of the best ways to check whether

your £5 Winston Churchill bank note is genuine:

e Check the see-through window and the
portrait of the Queen

e Look at the Elizabeth tower to check it is gold
on the front of the note and silver on the back

o Check the foil patches

As for the new £10 bank note, look out for these

signs:

e There is a large see-through window on the
note. At the side of this window, there should
be a coloured quill that changes from purple
to orange when you tilt the note.

e On the front of the note, ensure you can feel
raised print on the words ‘Bank of England” and
number 10 in the corner.

e Flip the note over. On the back, there should
be a book-shaped copper foil patch featuring
the letters 'JA'.

What do | do if | get a fake

If you think you have a counterfeit bank note, you

banknote?

must take it to the police as soon as you can. They
will provide you with a receipt and send the
counterfeit to the Bank of England for analysis.

If the note is genuine, you will be reimbursed in
full.

However, counterfeit bank notes are completely
worthless so we will not be able to reimburse you
if you have received one of these.

Itis a criminal offence to hold or to pass on a bank
note that you know to be counterfeit.



First Principle: Related links

Check out all of our Crime Prevention information using the following

links or by using the QR code to take you to the First Principle Pages

Alternatively go to our website at https://www.suffolk.police.uk/ and

look in the 1st Principle A-Z of Crime Prevention.

Allotment Security
Anti-Social Behaviour
ATM Security

Beach Hut Security
Boat Security
Building Site Security
Business Security
Caravan Security
Caravan Storage
Card Security
Catalytic Converters
Church Security

Cold Callers
Commercial CCTV
Counterfeit Banknotes
County Lines Advice
for Landlords

Cyber Crime

Cycle Security
Dangerous Dogs
Dog Fouling

Dog Theft

Domestic CCTV
Domestic Violence
Farm Security

Fraud Prevention
Grooming

Hate Crime

Heating Oil

Home Improvements
Home Security
Home Security for
Tenants

Horses and Stables
Keyless Vehicles

Key Safe Security
Lock Snapping
Mopeds and Scooters
Motorcycle Security
Neighbour Disputes
Occupiers Liability
Personal Security
Power Tool Security
Products Brochure
Rural Crime

Security Alarms
Sheds and Garages
Social Media

Social Media for
Parents

Suspicious Behaviour
Shoplifting

Taxi Driver Safety
Vehicle Security
Windows and Doors

Other Links you might
find helpful

Ask the Police

Secured by Design

Sold Secure

Crimestoppers
0800 555 111

Victim Care
0300 303 3705



https://www.suffolk.police.uk/
https://www.suffolk.police.uk/sites/suffolk/files/allotmentsecurity.pdf%3chttps:/gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.suffolk.police.uk%2Fsites%2Fsuffolk%2Ffiles%2Fallotmentsecurity.pdf&data=02%7C01%7C%7C6090a1f642d24d01591208d86534b3a7%7C63c6bc72b09342dbbf8a14e2a998e211%7C0%7C0%7C637370624302691471&sdata=%2FcytDk2%2F0Bd06uSidoPC%2F6%2BE97L%2FkkLV1kBEUoC%2BU6w%3D&reserved=0
https://www.suffolk.police.uk/sites/suffolk/files/antisocialbehaviour1.pdf
http://www.suffolk.police.uk/sites/suffolk/files/cashmachines1.pdf
https://www.suffolk.police.uk/sites/suffolk/files/beachhutsecurity1.pdf
http://www.suffolk.police.uk/sites/suffolk/files/boatshield_v1.pdf
http://www.suffolk.police.uk/sites/suffolk/files/buildingsitesecurity1.pdf
https://www.suffolk.police.uk/sites/suffolk/files/smallbusinesssecurityselfassessment1.pdf
http://www.suffolk.police.uk/sites/suffolk/files/caravansecurity1.pdf
https://www.suffolk.police.uk/sites/suffolk/files/caravanstorage.pdf%3chttps:/gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.suffolk.police.uk%2Fsites%2Fsuffolk%2Ffiles%2Fcaravanstorage.pdf&data=02%7C01%7C%7C6090a1f642d24d01591208d86534b3a7%7C63c6bc72b09342dbbf8a14e2a998e211%7C0%7C0%7C637370624302701434&sdata=tgsjcC2YLB4U3sX%2BIBmCFnMe%2Bt%2F8G4krev948vmK%2FRA%3D&reserved=0
http://www.suffolk.police.uk/sites/suffolk/files/cardsecurity1.pdf
http://www.suffolk.police.uk/sites/suffolk/files/catalyticconvertertheft1.pdf
http://www.suffolk.police.uk/sites/suffolk/files/churchsecurity1.pdf
http://www.suffolk.police.uk/sites/suffolk/files/coldcallers1.pdf
http://www.suffolk.police.uk/sites/suffolk/files/commercialcctv1.pdf
http://www.suffolk.police.uk/sites/suffolk/files/counterfeitbanknotes1.pdf
http://www.suffolk.police.uk/sites/suffolk/files/countylinesadviceforlandlords1.pdf
http://www.suffolk.police.uk/sites/suffolk/files/countylinesadviceforlandlords1.pdf
http://www.suffolk.police.uk/sites/suffolk/files/cybercrime1.pdf
http://www.suffolk.police.uk/sites/suffolk/files/cyclesecurity1.pdf
http://www.suffolk.police.uk/sites/suffolk/files/dangerousdogs1.pdf
http://www.suffolk.police.uk/sites/suffolk/files/dogfouling1.pdf
https://www.suffolk.police.uk/sites/suffolk/files/dog_theft.docx.pdf
http://www.suffolk.police.uk/sites/suffolk/files/domesticcctv1.pdf
http://www.suffolk.police.uk/sites/suffolk/files/domesticviolencepeopleatrisk1.pdf
http://www.suffolk.police.uk/sites/suffolk/files/farmsecurity1.pdf
http://www.suffolk.police.uk/sites/suffolk/files/fraudprevention1.pdf
http://www.suffolk.police.uk/sites/suffolk/files/grooming1.pdf
http://www.suffolk.police.uk/sites/suffolk/files/hate_crime_0.pdf
http://www.suffolk.police.uk/sites/suffolk/files/heatingoilsecurity1.pdf
http://www.suffolk.police.uk/sites/suffolk/files/extendingandrefubishing1.pdf
http://www.suffolk.police.uk/sites/suffolk/files/homesecuritychecklist1.pdf
https://www.suffolk.police.uk/sites/suffolk/files/homesecurityfortenants.pdf%3chttps:/gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.suffolk.police.uk%2Fsites%2Fsuffolk%2Ffiles%2Fhomesecurityfortenants.pdf&data=02%7C01%7C%7C6090a1f642d24d01591208d86534b3a7%7C63c6bc72b09342dbbf8a14e2a998e211%7C0%7C0%7C637370624302711389&sdata=IrPrUFdRxKRGzyuMzoJCL%2FOhQpPjXOUiu6ihO%2FYOfNw%3D&reserved=0
https://www.suffolk.police.uk/sites/suffolk/files/homesecurityfortenants.pdf%3chttps:/gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.suffolk.police.uk%2Fsites%2Fsuffolk%2Ffiles%2Fhomesecurityfortenants.pdf&data=02%7C01%7C%7C6090a1f642d24d01591208d86534b3a7%7C63c6bc72b09342dbbf8a14e2a998e211%7C0%7C0%7C637370624302711389&sdata=IrPrUFdRxKRGzyuMzoJCL%2FOhQpPjXOUiu6ihO%2FYOfNw%3D&reserved=0
http://www.suffolk.police.uk/sites/suffolk/files/equinesecurity1.pdf
http://www.suffolk.police.uk/sites/suffolk/files/keylesscarandvantheft1.pdf
https://www.suffolk.police.uk/sites/suffolk/files/keysafegoodpractice1.pdf
http://www.suffolk.police.uk/sites/suffolk/files/locksnapping1.pdf
https://www.suffolk.police.uk/sites/suffolk/files/mopedsandscooters.pdf%3chttps:/gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.suffolk.police.uk%2Fsites%2Fsuffolk%2Ffiles%2Fmopedsandscooters.pdf&data=02%7C01%7C%7C6090a1f642d24d01591208d86534b3a7%7C63c6bc72b09342dbbf8a14e2a998e211%7C0%7C0%7C637370624302711389&sdata=xVipnRDdGvUxe0jOEN7AgkItD9eqp6VDNJcdK%2BQVwWw%3D&reserved=0
https://www.suffolk.police.uk/sites/suffolk/files/motorcyclesecurity.pdf%3chttps:/gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.suffolk.police.uk%2Fsites%2Fsuffolk%2Ffiles%2Fmotorcyclesecurity.pdf&data=02%7C01%7C%7C6090a1f642d24d01591208d86534b3a7%7C63c6bc72b09342dbbf8a14e2a998e211%7C0%7C0%7C637370624302721342&sdata=BKdnP4CpAprDUOZwMLnMCP8Njcd8CGm6IjL3L6WnLww%3D&reserved=0
http://www.suffolk.police.uk/sites/suffolk/files/neighbourdisputes1.pdf
http://www.suffolk.police.uk/sites/suffolk/files/occupiers_liability.pdf
http://www.suffolk.police.uk/sites/suffolk/files/personalsecurity1.pdf
http://www.suffolk.police.uk/sites/suffolk/files/powertoolsecurity1.pdf
http://www.suffolk.police.uk/sites/suffolk/files/security_product_brochure.pdf
https://www.suffolk.police.uk/sites/suffolk/files/rural_crime_0.pdf
https://www.suffolk.police.uk/sites/suffolk/files/securityalarmsalarmspolicy1.pdf
https://www.suffolk.police.uk/sites/suffolk/files/shedandgaragesecurity1.pdf
https://www.suffolk.police.uk/sites/suffolk/files/socialmediasafety1.pdf
http://www.suffolk.police.uk/sites/suffolk/files/socialmediaparentsguide1.pdf
http://www.suffolk.police.uk/sites/suffolk/files/socialmediaparentsguide1.pdf
https://www.suffolk.police.uk/sites/suffolk/files/reporting_suspicious_behaviour.pdf
https://www.suffolk.police.uk/sites/suffolk/files/shoplifting_3.docx.pdf
https://www.suffolk.police.uk/sites/suffolk/files/taxidrivers.pdf%3chttps:/gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.suffolk.police.uk%2Fsites%2Fsuffolk%2Ffiles%2Ftaxidrivers.pdf&data=02%7C01%7C%7C6090a1f642d24d01591208d86534b3a7%7C63c6bc72b09342dbbf8a14e2a998e211%7C0%7C0%7C637370624302721342&sdata=DNzDiPlxaMEsmCYqSHuJizYgolDUyUcPEKIb3HvZbvs%3D&reserved=0
https://www.suffolk.police.uk/sites/suffolk/files/vehiclesecurity_0.pdf
http://www.suffolk.police.uk/sites/suffolk/files/replacementwindowsanddoors1.pdf
https://www.askthe.police.uk/content/@1.htm
http://www.securedbydesign.com/
https://www.soldsecure.com/
https://crimestoppers-uk.org/
https://imsva91-ctp.trendmicro.com/wis/clicktime/v1/query?url=http%3a%2f%2fwww.nsvictimcare.org&umid=8BB16A37-8B0A-1405-B695-51799783D05C&auth=76a36a0301cf7179612a4414203a61368905a968-6c34111bc20cd6d98a499f4e434534b0101176c5

