
 

 

 

 

 

 
December 2019  
 
 
Freedom of Information Request Reference No: FOI 004213/19 
 
I write in connection with your request for information received by Norfolk Constabulary on the 20th 
November 2019 in which you sought access to the following information: 
 

Please could you tell me how many positive drug wipes and positive breathalyser tests 
Norfolk constabulary has carried out on motorists on the county’s roads (ie road side stops) 
each year for the past three years (2017,2018,2019 to date) 

 
For each year please could I have the data broken down into: 
- Number of positive drug wipes ie above the legal limit 
- Number of positive breathalyser tests for alcohol ie above the legal limit 
For each entry please could I have the date (by month) of each recorded incident, whether 
the driver was male or female, their age and, if possible, in the case of drug wipes the 
substance recorded. 

 
Response to your Request 
 
The response provided below is correct as of 26th November 2019. 
 
Norfolk Constabulary has considered your request and our response is below. 
 
When responding to a request for information under the terms of the Freedom of Information Act, a 
public authority is not obliged to provide information if the authority estimates that the cost of the 
retrieval of the information requested would be in excess of £450 (equivalent to 18 hours work).  
 
The costs criteria relates to a request in its entirety, which means that if we cannot retrieve all of 
the information requested within the costs limit, we are not obliged to retrieve any of the 
information requested.  
 
Norfolk Constabulary estimates that to retrieve all the information you have requested would 
exceed cost in excess of £450. 
 
It would take a significant amount of research to extract the number of times a drug wipe, or 
breathalyser test, has been carried out which resulted in a positive result, during the last 3 years.  
Additionally, we would need to review every arrest, that has been as a result of a driver being 
under the influence of drugs, in order to determine the type of drug.    
 

Based on the figures on the attached spreadsheet, this would be an enormous task, which would 
significantly exceed the appropriate limit for dealing with a Freedom of Information request, in 
terms of costs, and therefore Section 12(1) of the Freedom of Information Act applies.  
 

Section 12(1) of the Freedom of Information Act states that a public authority is not obliged to: 
 

“…comply with a request for information if the authority estimates that the cost of complying 
with the request would exceed the appropriate limit”. 

 



The Freedom of Information (Appropriate Limit and Fees) Regulations 2004, defines the 
‘appropriate limit’ for the Norfolk Constabulary as £450 and specifies that this sum equates to 18 
hours work at a standard rate of £25 per hour.   
 

In accordance with Section 17 of the Freedom of Information Act (2000), this serves as a Refusal 
Notice for your request.   
 
Advice and Assistance 
 
Although excess cost removes the Constabulary’s obligations under the Freedom of Information 
Act, as a gesture of goodwill, I have supplied information, relevant to your request, which was 
retrieved or available before it was realised that the fees limit would be exceeded.  I trust this is 
helpful, but it does not affect our legal right to rely on the fees regulations for the remainder of your 
request. 
 
Please see attached spreadsheet.  The information has been extracted from the Constabulary’s 
custody database and refers to arrests in relation to driving under the influence of drink or drugs.  
 

 


