
 

 

 

 

 

 
February 2019 
 
 
Freedom of Information Request Reference No: FOI 000303/19 
 
I write in connection with your request for information received by Norfolk Constabulary on the 21st 
January 2019 in which you sought access to the following information: 
 

1 Between 01/01/2009 - 01/01/2019 how many allegations of sexual assaults 
(including rape) were reported to the police? Also, please state the number of cases 
in regard to the gender of the victim and the accused (i.e. female - male; male - 
female; female - female; male - male). 

 
2 What percentage of the reported cases were taken to court? Also, what percentage 

of the cases taken to court resulted in a prosecution?  
 

3 Between 01/01/2009-01/01/2019 how many false allegations of sexual assault 
(including rape) were reported to the police? Please disclose the age (or the age 
group) and the gender of the accuser. 

 
4 If possible, please state the reasons for which the accuser was inclined to provide a 

false sexual assault allegation.  
 

5 Finally, was the accuser prosecuted for the false allegation they provided to the 
police? 

 
Response to your Request 
 
The response provided below is correct as of 14th February 2019. 
 
When responding to a request for information under the terms of the Freedom of Information Act 
(2000), a public authority is not obliged to provide information, if the authority estimates that the 
cost of the retrieval of the information requested, would be in excess of £450 (equivalent to 18 
hours work). 
 
The costs criteria relates to a request in its entirety, which means that if we cannot retrieve all of 
the information requested within the costs limit, we are not obliged to retrieve any of the 
information requested. 
 
The Norfolk Constabulary estimates that to retrieve all of the information you have requested would 
exceed cost in excess of £450. 
 
There is no specific offence category for false allegations of rape/sexual assault.  If any such cases 
have been recorded, these would be under either Perverting the Course of Justice or Wasting 
Police Time.  Researching these offences have identified 285 crime reports which would need to 
be manually reviewed to see if any relate to your request.   
 
It should be noted that Wasting Police Time was not a notifiable offence on the crime system which 
was used between 2009 and October 2015.  
 
 



At 5 minutes each, this would exceed 23 hours. This would therefore exceed the appropriate limit 
for dealing with Freedom of Information requests, in terms of costs, and therefore Section 12(1) of 
the Freedom of Information Act applies.  
 
Section 12(1) of the Freedom of Information Act states that a public authority is not obliged to: 
 

“….comply with a request for information if the authority estimates that  
the cost of complying with the request would exceed the appropriate limit”.  

 
The Freedom of Information (Appropriate Limit and Fees) Regulations 2004, defines the 
‘appropriate limit’ for Norfolk Constabulary as £450, and specifies that this sum equates to 18 
hours work at a standard rate of £25 per hour. 
 
In accordance with Section 17 of the Freedom of Information Act (2000), this serves as a Refusal 
Notice for your request. 
 
Advice & Assistance 
 
Although excess cost removes the Constabulary’s obligations under the Freedom of Information 
Act, as a gesture of goodwill, I have supplied information, relevant to your request, which was 
retrieved or available before it was realised that the fees limit would be exceeded.  I trust this is 
helpful, but it does not affect our legal right to rely on the fees regulations for the remainder of your 
request. 
 
Q1 
 

Victim - Suspect 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 

Female - Male 327 405 488 417 507 616 796 870 1168 1159 

Male - Female 1 1 2 3 3 16 12 19 27 23 

Female - Female 6 7 7 8 9 22 23 21 36 31 

Male - Male 25 46 49 55 78 91 125 122 176 151 

Female - Not Recorded 12 25 42 48 32 83 160 216 305 395 

Male - Not Recorded 1 2 1 2 5 12 21 37 70 65 

 
Q2 We have provided details of the above cases which have resulted in charge.  There will be 

other positive outcomes that have not been included in the figures below.  Please note, the 
below figures will change as further investigations are finalised.  

 

Outcome 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 

Type 1 - 
Charged/Summonsed/ 

Postal Requisition 
92 157 145 114 173 251 236 164 126 56 

 
When reviewing the figures above, we would like to advise the following.  Victims are the priority in 
any investigation and we will always work to gather and secure evidence in order to gain a 
successful conviction.  
 
Many factors have an effect on the number of people charged with offences, including the strength 
of the evidence presented and in some cases, the willingness of the victim to proceed.  
 



When dealing with sexual offences, a prosecution is not always the desired outcome for victims, 
and for many reasons they may not be able to support a police investigation.  
 
These crimes can often be complex and may have taken place within a family setting, meaning 
victims can be unwilling to take matters to court.  
 
 


