
 

 

 

 

 

 
September 2019  
 
 
Freedom of Information Request Reference No: FOI 002881/19 
 
I write in connection with your request for information received by Norfolk Constabulary on the 9th 
August 2019 in which you sought access to the following information: 
 

1 How many reports of assaults did your police force attend on education premises in 
the past five years (2014 to present)? 

 
I would like the information broken down by: 

A Date 
B Type of education setting (nursery/ preschool, primary school, secondary 

school and college/ university) 
C Name of establishment 
D Nature of assault (whether it involved children v children/ teacher v child/ 

teacher v teacher or a parent etc) 
E The outcome (were charges brought?). 

 
Response to your Request 
 
The response provided below is correct as of 29th August 2019. 
 
Norfolk Constabulary has considered your request and our response is below:- 
 
When responding to a request for information under the terms of the Freedom of Information Act, a 
public authority is not obliged to provide information if the authority estimates that the cost of the 
retrieval of the information requested would be in excess of £450 (equivalent to 18 hours work). 
 
The costs criteria relates to a request in its entirety, which means that if we cannot retrieve all of 
the information requested within the costs limit, we are not obliged to retrieve any of the 
information requested.   
 
The Norfolk Constabulary estimates that to retrieve all the information you have requested would 
exceed cost in excess of £450. 
 
Research has been undertaken of crimes for violence offences where the location has been 
recorded as a school, higher education premises or educational establishment.  This has returned 
1,295 reports since 2014.  Some of these will relate to offences ‘opposite’, ‘near to’ or ‘outside’ a 
school and the school address has been used for recording purposes.   Additionally, a dip sample 
indicates that some are addresses which include the word ‘school’, for example ‘School House’.  
Each of the crimes would need to be case read, to ensure they relate to a school and in order to 
retrieve the details relating to the individual involved, and whether they involve pupils, teachers, 
parents, etc.   
 
Based on 3 to 5 minutes each, this would significantly exceed the appropriate limit for dealing with 
Freedom of Information requests, in terms of costs, and therefore Section 12(1) of the Freedom of 
Information Act applies. 
 
Section 12(1) of the Freedom of Information Act states that a public authority is not obliged to: 



 

“…comply with a request for information if the authority estimates that the cost of 
complying with the request would exceed the appropriate limit”. 

The Freedom of Information (Appropriate Limit and Fees) Regulations 2004, defines the 
‘appropriate limit’ for the Norfolk Constabulary as £450, and specifies that this sum equates to 18 
hours work at a standard rate of £25 per hour.   
 
In accordance with Section 17 of the Freedom of Information Act (2000), this serves as a Refusal 
Notice for your request.   
 
Advice and Assistance 
 
Although excess cost removes the Constabulary’s obligations under the Freedom of Information 
Act, as a gesture of goodwill, I have supplied information, relevant to your request, which was 
retrieved or available before it was realised that the fees limit would be exceeded.  I trust this is 
helpful, but it does not affect our legal right to rely on the fees regulations for the remainder of your 
request. 
 
A new crime recording system was introduced in October 2015.  Please note - the below refers to 
all crimes where the premises type has been recorded as either ‘school’, ‘children’s nursery’ or 
‘college/university’.  As advised above, these would need to be further reviewed to confirm if these 
offences took place within the school/college, etc.  These are based on the crime recorded date 
and may include historical offences that have been reported since 2015.  
 

Offence Number of Crimes 

2015 

Assault occasioning actual bodily harm (ABH) 23 

Assault without Injury - Common assault and battery 14 

Assault without injury on a constable (Police Act offence) 2 

Attempted - Wounding with intent to do grievous bodily harm (Indictable) 1 

2016 

Assault occasioning actual bodily harm (ABH) 98 

Assault without Injury - Common assault and battery 127 

Assault without injury on a constable (Police Act offence) 4 

Attempted - Assault without Injury - Common assault and battery 1 

Attempted - Wounding with intent to do grievous bodily harm (Indictable) 1 

GBH serious wound without intent (s20) 2 

Racially or religiously aggravated common assault or beating 1 

2017 

Assault occasioning actual bodily harm (ABH) 106 

Assault Police - Assault occasioning actual bodily harm (ABH) (S.47) 1 

Assault without Injury - Common assault and battery 123 

Assault without injury on a constable (Police Act offence) 1 

GBH serious wound without intent (s20) 5 

Minor wound without intent (s20) 4 

Racially or religiously aggravated assault or assault occasioning actual bodily harm 3 

Racially or religiously aggravated common assault or beating 3 

Wounding with intent to do grievous bodily harm (Indictable) 1 



2018 

Assault occasioning actual bodily harm (ABH) 137 

Assault without Injury - Common assault and battery 147 

Attempted - Assault without Injury - Common assault and battery 1 

GBH serious wound without intent (s20) 2 

Minor wound without intent (s20) 13 

Racially or religiously aggravated common assault or beating 8 

Racially or religiously aggravated wounding or grievous bodily harm 1 

Wounding with intent to do grievous bodily harm (Indictable) 3 

2019 

Assault occasioning actual bodily harm (ABH) 84 

Assault without Injury - Common assault and battery 109 

Assault without injury on a constable (Police Act offence) 1 

GBH serious wound without intent (s20) 2 

Minor wound without intent (s20) 6 

Racially or religiously aggravated assault or assault occasioning actual bodily harm 3 

 
 


