
 
 
 

August 2019 
 

 
Freedom of Information Request Reference No: FOI 002134/19 
 
I write in connection with your request for information received by the Norfolk and Suffolk 
Constabularies on the 10th June 2019 in which you sought access to the following information: 
 

1 Details of all reported knife crimes in the force area during May 2019, or the most 
recent month where figures are available, including:  
I A date and nearest street location for each report  
II A brief description of the nature of the report i.e. possession of a knife, 

wounding with intent, murder etc  
 

2 The number of reported knife crimes in the force area for Apr 2017 - Mar 2018 and 
Apr 2018 - Mar 2019 

 
Response to your Request 
 
The response provided below is correct as of 13th June 2019. 
 
Norfolk and Suffolk Constabularies have located the following information as relevant to your 
request. 
 
Please note, in some cases the incident has occurred on the street, rather than at a specific 
address.   
 
Q1 

Offence Street Town 

SUFFOLK 

Having an article with a blade or 
point in a public place 

High Street Leiston 

Other criminal damage to a 
vehicle (Under £5,000) 

Lavender Field Haverhill 

Other criminal damage, other 
(Under £5,000) 

Chapel Street Lowestoft 

Robbery (Personal) (Indictable) High Street Newmarket 

Aggravated Burglary - Residential 
- Dwelling 

Bramford Road Ipswich 

Wounding with intent to do 
grievous bodily harm (Indictable) 

Section 30 Ipswich 

Having an article with a blade or 
point in a public place 

Cullum Road Bury St Edmunds 

Wounding with intent to do 
grievous bodily harm (Indictable) 

Section 30 Ipswich 

Affray Cedar Walk Sudbury 



Minor wound without intent (s20) Section 40 Haverhill 

Other criminal damage to a 
building other than a dwelling 

(Under £5,000) 
Section 40 Ipswich 

Sec 4a POA Causing intentional 
harassment, alarm or distress 

Section 40 Ipswich 

Other criminal damage to a 
vehicle (Under £5,000) 

Farthing Road Ipswich 

Assault without Injury - Common 
assault and battery 

Theobald Close Ipswich 

Minor wound without intent (s20) Salisbury Road Lowestoft 

Assault without Injury - Common 
assault and battery 

Gunton Church Lane Lowestoft 

Wounding with intent to do 
grievous bodily harm (Indictable) 

Section 40 Ipswich 

Robbery (Personal) (Indictable) Cangle Road Haverhill 

Threaten with a blade or sharply 
pointed article in a public place 

Tavern Street Ipswich 

Other criminal damage to a 
vehicle (Under £5,000) 

Peterhouse Close Mildenhall 

Having an article with a blade or 
point in a public place 

Section 30 Clacton-on-Sea 

Assault occasioning actual bodily 
harm (ABH) 

Thetford Road Brandon 

Wounding with intent to do 
grievous bodily harm (Indictable) 

Coniston Square Ipswich 

Sec 4 POA Fear or provocation of 
violence 

Priory Road Sudbury 

Sec 4 POA Fear or provocation of 
violence 

Priory Road Sudbury 

Threats to kill Yeoman Close Ipswich 

Threats to kill Yeoman Close Ipswich 

Threats to kill Yeoman Close Ipswich 

Assault occasioning actual bodily 
harm (ABH) 

Maltings Way Bury St. Edmunds 

Other criminal damage to a 
dwelling (Under £5,000) 

Yeoman Close Ipswich 

Sec 4 POA Fear or provocation of 
violence 

Seaman Avenue Saxmundham 

Assault without Injury - Common 
assault and battery 

Hervey Street Ipswich 

Sec 4 POA Fear or provocation of 
violence 

Bill Rickaby Drive Newmarket 

Assault occasioning actual bodily 
harm (ABH) 

Section 40 Lowestoft 

Minor wound without intent (s20) Chester Court Haverhill 

Minor wound without intent (s20) Chester Court Haverhill 

Affray Section 30 Ipswich 

Other criminal damage to a 
vehicle (Under £5,000) 

Lupin Road Ipswich 

Having an article with a blade or 
point in a public place 

Quay Street Halesworth 

Threats to kill Section 30 Lowestoft 

Having an article with a blade or 
point in a public place 

High Street Mildenhall 



Possession of offensive weapon 
without lawful authority or 

reasonable excuse 
Eastgate Street Bury St. Edmunds 

Wounding with intent to do 
grievous bodily harm (Indictable) 

Section 30 Newmarket 

Affray McClure Way Ipswich 

Robbery (Personal) (Indictable) Section 40 Ipswich 

Threats to kill Section 40 Felixstowe 

Affray Section 40 Ipswich 

Possession of offensive weapon 
without lawful authority or 

reasonable excuse 

Section 30 
Section 40 

Haverhill 

Other criminal damage to a 
vehicle (Under £5,000) 

Larchcroft Road Ipswich 

Assault occasioning actual bodily 
harm (ABH) 

Section 40 Colchester 

Having an article with a blade or 
point in a public place 

Back Hamlet Ipswich 

NORFOLK 

Other criminal damage to a 
vehicle (Under £5,000) 

Angel Road Norwich 

Attempted - Robbery (Personal) 
(Indictable) 

Coslany Street Norwich 

Threats to kill Mill Road Great Yarmouth 

Possession of offensive weapon 
without lawful authority or 

reasonable excuse 
Queens Road Norwich 

Attempted - Robbery (Personal) 
(Indictable) 

Catton Grove Road Norwich 

Having an article with a blade or 
point in a public place 

Section 40 Norwich 

Having an article with a blade or 
point in a public place 

New Road Great Yarmouth 

Assault without Injury - Common 
assault and battery 

Akrotiri Square Thetford 

Affray Bury Road Thetford 

Having an article with a blade or 
point in a public place 

Section 40 Thetford 

Affray Section 40 Thetford 

Unauthorised possession in prison 
of knife or offensive weapon 

Section 30 Griston  

Sec 4 POA Fear or provocation of 
violence 

Kitchener Road Great Yarmouth 

Possession of offensive weapon 
without lawful authority or 

reasonable excuse 
Howard Street South Great Yarmouth 

Other criminal damage to a 
vehicle (Under £5,000) 

Mile Cross Lane Norwich 

Other criminal damage to a 
vehicle (Under £5,000) 

The Close Norwich 

Having an article with a blade or 
point on school premises 

Section 40 Northwold 

Assault occasioning actual bodily 
harm (ABH) 

Poethlyn Drive Norwich 

Robbery (Personal) (Indictable) Section 30 King's Lynn 



Having an article with a blade or 
point in a public place 

Marine Parade Great Yarmouth 

Attempted Aggravated Burglary - 
Residential - Dwelling 

Section 40 Norwich 

Robbery (Personal) (Indictable) Section 30 Norwich 

Assault occasioning actual bodily 
harm (ABH) 

Penn Grove Norwich 

Wounding with intent to do 
grievous bodily harm (Indictable) 

Netherwood Green Norwich 

Having an article with a blade or 
point in a public place 

Shipfield Norwich 

Minor wound without intent (s20) Section 40 Norwich 

Threaten with an offensive 
weapon in a public place 

Section 40 Mulbarton 

Minor wound without intent (s20) Prince of Wales Road Norwich 

Having an article with a blade or 
point in a public place 

Drayton High Road Norwich 

Threats to kill Ladysmock Way Norwich 

Assault without Injury - Common 
assault and battery 

Wyatt Street King's Lynn 

Possession of offensive weapon 
without lawful authority or 

reasonable excuse 
Theatre Street Norwich 

Wounding with intent to do 
grievous bodily harm (Indictable) 

Section 40 Norwich 

Robbery (Personal) (Indictable) Section 30 Great Yarmouth 

Affray 
Jnct West Pottergate/Earlham 

Road 
Norwich 

Having possession of a controlled 
drug - Class B - Cannabis 

Jnct West Pottergate/Earlham 
Road 

Norwich 

Wounding with intent to do 
grievous bodily harm (Indictable) 

Vicarage Road Norwich 

Possession of offensive weapon 
without lawful authority or 

reasonable excuse 
Lawson Road Norwich 

Attempted - Robbery (Personal) 
(Indictable) 

Chapel Field Road Norwich 

Attempted murder (Indictable) Section 30 King's Lynn 

Robbery (Personal) (Indictable) Section 30 Gorleston 

Threats to kill Section 40 King's Lynn 

Engage in controlling/coercive 
behaviour in an intimate / family 

relationship. 
Section 40 King's Lynn 

Q2 

Year Number of recorded Knife Crimes 

NORFOLK 

2017/18 623 

2018/19 736 

SUFFOLK 

2017/18 514 

2018/19 610 

 



Where investigations remain ongoing the street name has not been provided.  Additionally, where 
providing the street name would increase the likelihood of identifying those involved these have not 
been provided due to exemptions within the Act.  Sections 30 and 40 of the Freedom of 
Information Act have been engaged.  
 
Section 17 of the Freedom of Information Act 2000 requires that the Constabularies, when refusing 
to provide such information (because the information is exempt) is to provide you, the applicant, 
with a notice ban which: 
 

(a) States that fact 
(b) Specifies the exemption(s) in question, and 
(c) States (if that would not otherwise be apparent) why the exemption(s) applies. 

 
The information is exempt from disclosure by virtue of the following exemptions:- 
 

• Section 40(2) Personal Information 

• Section 30(1) Investigations 
 
Section 30 is a qualified, class based exemption and I am therefore obliged to consider the public 
interest. 
 
Section 40 
 
Section 40 is an absolute; class based exemption and applies to third party personal data. This 
would not be released under the FOIA unless there is a strong public interest. This is because any 
release would breach the Principles contained within Article 5(1) of the GDPR and Part 2 of the 
Data Protection Act 2018. 
 
One of the main differences between the Data Protection Act and the Freedom of Information Act 
is that any information released under FOI is released into the public domain, not just to the 
individual requesting the information. As such, any release that identifies an individual through 
releasing their personal data, even third party personal data, is exempted unless there is a strong 
public interest in its release. The public interest is not what interests the public but what benefits 
the community as a whole.  
 
Personal data is defined under the Data Protection Act as data that is biographical in nature, has 
the applicant as its focus and/or affects the data subject’s privacy in his or her personal, 
professional or business life. 
 
Principle (a) of Article 5(1) states that information must be processed fairly, lawfully and in a 
transparent manner.  The information pertains to special category data owing to the fact it relates 
to information concerning investigations, which could identify a person’s involvement with an 
offence. Lawfulness refers to occasions where disclosure would not breach statute or common law 
obligations.  
 
In this case we consider the Human Rights Act 1998. Both victims and suspects would not expect 
details to be processed in response to an FOI request, which may inadvertently identify their 
involvement with an offence. The provision of the requested details would significantly increase the 
likelihood of individuals being identified due to the level of information already provided in the 
response.  The Constabularies therefore consider it would be in breach of their Human Rights Act 
by disclosing these details which may identify those involved and therefore disclosure would not be 
lawful.  
 
With regards to the fairness aspect, the processing of information should be in a manner that 
individuals would reasonably expect, not in a way that could result in unjustified adverse effects on 



them. In this case, the individuals would have a reasonable expectation that information would not 
be processed if it resulted in their identification. The Constabularies have a duty to ensure data is 
processed in accordance with Data Protection Legislation. We feel in this occasion, it would not be 
fair to process this data outside of usual policing processes.  
 
FOIA disclosures are to the world at large and will remain in the public domain indefinitely. 
Therefore, provision of this information would exceed the original Policing requirement for the 
processing of the information and would not be lawful or fair to the individuals in question.   
 
It is for these reasons outlined above; that I feel the principle would be breached by this disclosure 
and the Section 40 exemption remains in place. I am not obliged to consider any further principle in 
my arguments.  
 
This is an absolute, class-based exemption and, as such, there is no requirement to consider the 
public interest test. 
 
Section 30  
 
Factors favouring disclosure  
Openness and transparency are fundamental aspects of the Freedom of Information Act.  The 
release of the requested information would ensure that the public are in possession of accurate 
information and this would be a positive factor.  
 
Disclosure would enhance public confidence that investigations are managed appropriately by the 
Constabularies.  There is a significant public interest in the way in which the Constabularies carry 
out investigations as these are conducted using public funds.   
 
Factors against disclosure 
Information which relates to investigations will rarely be disclosed under the FOI Act.  The section 
30 exemption acknowledges that there is a public interest in recognising the importance for the 
proper conduct of investigative processes and procedures, carried out by public authorities.     
 
Additionally, victims and witnesses may be less likely to provide information to the Police if they 
believe the details may be released as a result of a Freedom of Information Act request.  This 
would be detrimental to the investigative process which heavily relies on information being 
received from members of the public.  
 
Balance Test 
It is recognised that there is a public interest in investigations carried out by the Constabularies.  
The Constabularies Press Office will make disclosures in a timely and ordered manner, to ensure 
any disclosures assist the Police in their enquiries.  However, this does not necessarily mean that it 
would be appropriate for the Constabularies to release information regarding investigations under 
the Freedom of Information Act.   
 
It is essential that investigations can be conducted without them being compromised by the release 
of details, which may compromise the integrity of the investigative process. 
 
It is also vital that the Constabularies continue to receive information from the public to assist with 
enquiries.  The Constabularies would not want to jeopardise this process by losing the confidence 
of victims and witnesses who feel that their information may be released under the Act.   
 
It is therefore my opinion that the balance lies in favour of non-disclosure of this information, at this 
time.  This serves as a refusal notice under section 17(1) of the FOI Act for these parts of your 
request by virtue of the exemption at section 30(1). 


