
 

 

 

 

 

 
May 2019  
 
 
Freedom of Information Request Reference No: FOI 001347/19 
 
I write in connection with your request for information received by Norfolk Constabulary on the 8th 
April 2019 in which you sought access to the following information: 
 

Can I please request, in the form of a spreadsheet such as Excel or CSV file, an itemised 
list of all "big cat" sightings reported from 1 January 2014 to the present day. 

 
A "big cat" is a large cat not native to the UK, often described as a "leopard", "puma" or 
"panther". 

 
To include, for each sighting:  
Location of sighting (inc. coordinates if held) Date / time of sighting Description of the 
sighting Action taken 

 
Response to your Request 
 
The response provided below is correct as of 24th April 2019. 
 
Norfolk Constabulary has located the following information as relevant to your request. 
 
Research has been undertaken of recorded incidents which have a disposal code of ‘Public Safety-
Animal/Welfare’.  Keywords of big cat, puma, panther, lion, lynx, cheetah, jaguar and leopard have 
been used.  Please see below:- 
 

Date / Time of Call Location Details Outcome 

20/01/2014 15:28 A148 Bodham 
Caller was walking their dog when 
they saw a large cat – puma type 

Logged for observations 

06/03/2014 15:47 Norwich 
Caller reporting puma or panther in 

garden 
Details of Natural England 

passed to caller 

19/04/2014 21:03 
Forncett St 

Peter 
Caller thinks he saw a black puma 

run from drive towards field 
Logged for information 

20/05/2014 22:41 
Potter 

Heigham 
Caller believes she has seen a 

panther 
Police attendance not 

required 

20/10/2014 13:14 East Ruston 
Caller reporting a sighting of what 
was believed to be a large panther 

type animal 
Local officers made aware 

15/06/2015 16:28 Norwich 
Caller believes they have seen a 

lynx 
Advice given 

02/07/2015 01:00 
A47 Walpole 

Highway 
Caller has seen a big cat. May be a 

panther 
Logged for information 

20/07/2015 22:26 
Burnham 
Thorpe 

Caller saw an animal in cornfield.  
Looked like a black panther 

Logged for information 

09/11/2015 21:30 Smallburgh 
Caller reporting seeing a large cat 
like creature. Might have been a 

panther 
Logged for information 

04/06/2016 22:25 Taverham 
Caller saw a black panther in the 

bushes.  
Logged for information 

23/06/2016 21:45 Kings Lynn Large animal seen in woods, Logged for information 



looked like a black panther.  

07/10/2016 11:28 Hopton 
Caller reporting seeing a large wild 

cat. Described as a black puma 
Information to be passed to 

Suffolk Wildlife Trust 

28/05/2017 19:26 
A140 Pulham 

Market 
Caller saw a black panther Logged for information 

30/01/2018 09:22 
Downham 

Market 
Caller saw what they believe to be 

a black panther 
Advised to call if seen again 

09/04/2018 13:14 South Lopham 
Caller has previously seen a large 
black cat, possibly a puma.  Has 

now seen footprints 

Passed to Animal Liaison. 
Believed to be canine 
footprints from image 

14/05/2018 09:09 
North 

Walsham 
Caller reporting a sighing of what is 

believed to be a black panther 
Wildlife liaison officer 

updated 

05/06/2018 21:07 
Between Diss 

& 
Wymondham 

Caller believes they saw a snow 
leopard 

Logged for information 

 
The eastings/northings have not been provided as these will refer to the call location rather than 
the sighting and in many cases will be the caller’s address. 
 


