Norfolk Constabulary
Freedom of Information Department
Jubilee House
Falconers Chase
Wymondham
Norfolk NR18 0WW

November 2011

Tel: 01953 425699 Ext: 2803
Fax: 01953 42 3948
Email: freedomofinformation@norfolk.pnn.police.uk

Dear Member of the public
Freedom of Information Request Reference No: FOI 346/11/12
I write in connection with your request for information received by the Norfolk Constabulary on the
4th October 2011 in which you sought access to the following information:
I write to request information under the Freedom of Information Act relating to the investigation into
the hacking of email held by the Climatic Research Unit at the University of East Anglia.
In a response to an earlier FOIA request, reference FOI 595/10/11, Norfolk Constabulary stated
that the following expenditure had been made:
November 2010
February 2011

£34,454.61
£5,649.09

I would like a breakdown of those costs, including:
1

Whether they were incurred internally or include payments to outside agencies or
companies.

2

Any invoices relating to any payments to outside agencies or companies contained within
these costs.

3

I would like any information relating to whether the November 2010 costs were the most for
any month because this was the anniversary of the hacking, or any other contextual
information which will explain why this month suffered the greatest expenditure during the
investigation.

Norfolk Constabulary holds information relevant to your request.
Response to your Request
Norfolk Constabulary has located the following information as relevant to your request.
November 2010
The figure for November 2010 should be £38,454.61. A previous response detailed £34,454.61 for
November 2010 expenditure in error. The total cost figure shown on this previous response of
£80,905.11 was correct. I will therefore be re-issuing response ref 595/10/11 with the amended
figure for November.

The breakdown is as follows:
Officer expenses and investigation costs

£20579.11

Qinetiq Ltd Invoices

£23958.00
£ 2827.50

Reimbursement of external cost (Qinetiq Ltd) from the
University of East Anglia

£ 8910.00

February 2011
Officer expenses

£

80.05

Pearl Linguistics Ltd – interpreters fee

£

167.04

Qinetiq Ltd Invoices

£ 2828.00
£ 2574.00

Whilst the expenditure is invoiced/claimed in period 8 of the financial year (November) the costs do
not relate to this month alone. The figure includes costs incurred during the previous 6 months of
the investigation.
A further breakdown of costs, contextual information and specific documentation would reveal
specific activity undertaken by the Constabulary during this ongoing investigation therefore the
exemption at Section 30 is engaged.
Section 30(1) – Investigations and proceedings conducted by public authorities.
Section 30 is a class based qualified exemption and consideration must be given as to whether
there is a public interest in maintaining the exemption which is greater than the public interest in
disclosing it.
Section 30 – Public Interest Considerations Favouring Disclosure
This is a high profile investigation with significant public and media interest. Disclosure of costs
that have been incurred during this investigation would allow the public to determine whether
public funds have been appropriately managed.
Section 30 – Public Interest Considerations Not Favouring Disclosure
Detailing specific costs that have been incurred during this investigation by investigating officers
could indicate the focus of the enquiry. This is an ongoing investigation and no charges have been
brought against any individual. Disclosure of such information could therefore lead to persons
taking action to avoid detection.
Balance Test
There is a significant public interest in this investigation and in the costs incurred by the
Constabulary whilst carrying out this enquiry. Nevertheless this is an ongoing police investigation
and therefore information should not be disclosed that would be detrimental to this process. The
release of specific details about expenditure at this stage could indicate the focus of activity during
this investigation and the lines of enquiry undertaken. It would be inappropriate to reveal such
information outside the normal criminal justice process, which includes determining at what point
the outcome and details of the investigation are made public.

It is our opinion that the balance of the public interest test favours maintaining the exemption and
any further information about the expenditure should not be disclosed.
This response serves as a refusal notice under Section 17(1) of the Freedom of Information Act by
virtue of the application of the exemption at 30(1) of the said Act.
This response will be published on the Norfolk Constabulary’s web-site www.norfolk.police.uk
under the Freedom of Information pages at Publication Scheme - Disclosure Logs.
Should you have any further queries concerning this request, please contact me quoting the
reference number shown above.

